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Summary Thomas Jefferson explains that it is important to explain why
America is separating from Britain. He claims certain basic rights for the
colonists and says that the English king abuses those rights. Based on
this abuse, the colonies are independent of Britain and the colonists
pledge their support of this declaration.

Note-taking Guide
Use this diagram to list Jefferson's main reasons for going to war with
the British.

Proposition

All American colonists should fight against the British
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The colonists
are being taxed
unfairly.
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